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Last September a group of street 
artists transformed the front of 
several shop premises with striking 
murals. It was part of “Full Colour 
Maindee”, a project by Maindee 
Unlimited to make the District 
Centre more attractive for shoppers, 
residents and local businesses. At 
first many shop owners were unsure 
about having a mural on their 
building. But once work was underway 
and people saw the quality of the 
artwork, more and more owners 
signed up. This first phase of the 
project, which finishes this March, was 
supported by the UK Government’s 
“Shared Prosperity Fund”. Further SPF 

funding has just been announced 
for 2025/26, so let’s hope we can 
get some of this to invest into 
Maindee. Get in touch if you have 
ideas for future local projects.

Maindee Unlimited is an 
incorporated charity run by local 
volunteers. The charity was set up 
in 2015. We are based in Llyfrgell 
Maindee Library at 79, Chepstow 
Road NP19 8BY, next to the Police 
Station. The charity publishes this 
newsletter three times a year. It is 
delivered door to door to over 3000 
households in the Maindee area by 
a team of volunteers. Contributions 
are welcome. They can be dropped 
into, or posted to the library, or 
emailed to info@maindee.org. 
Contact us to discuss advertising. 
Rates are £250–full A5 page; £150– 
half page; £90–quarter page. 

Discounted rates available 
for small local businesses. 

 Welcome to the Spring Newsletter 
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 Monitoring Air + Speed 

When you next pass Maindee Police Station, see if you can spot 
the new air quality monitor strapped to a lamppost. Particles of 

dirt in the air are not healthy to breath. Pregnant women, infants, 
children and older people are particularly at risk - as well as anyone 

with heart or lung problems. Pollution levels are low if the monitor lights 
up green – but if it changes to red it is warning that outdoor levels have 

gone over the safe level.

There is different monitoring being installed at the busy junction of 
Wharf Road and Chepstow Road. The lights there are tricky for 

drivers and can also be painfully slow for pedestrians. High 
volumes of traffic mean that long queues often form. The 
multi-lane arrangements can also be confusing if you do 

not know the junction. It all means that frustrated 
drivers sometimes cut in or race to catch the 

lights. This can make the whole experience a 
bit daunting – even for experienced drivers. 
To calm things down and make the junction 
safer, speed cameras have recently been 
installed. They are on tall yellow masts and 
easy to spot. The new cameras, which are 
about to go live, will pickup drivers who go 
over the speed limit or try to jump the lights. 
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A neglected parcel of land on the 
corner of Archibald Street and Soho 
Street is being turned into a pocket 
park and community growing space 
this year. The project is supported 

by POBL, who own site, 
Newport City Council, 
who will be overseeing 
the construction of 
the nature-friendly 
pocket park and by 
Greening Maindee 
volunteers, who are 
helping to clear the 
site and develop the 
growing space.

A bombing raid on East Newport in 
1941 destroyed the original homes 
on the site, which was cleared and 
replaced with “prefabs” in the 1950s.

These temporary houses, build 
to help tackle the post-war 
housing shortage, were eventually 
demolished in the 1980s. The land 
has remained untouched – until 

this latest use of the site to create 
Eveswell Community Garden. You 
are encouraged to get involved. 
Email John Stone at greening@
maindee.org for more info.  

 New Beginnings for Former Bomb Site…  From Malvern to Maindee  –  
 RHS Garden is Destined for Wharf Road 
A designer garden at this year’s 
RHS Spring Festival in Malvern 
will be installed after the show in 
its permanent home in Maindee. 

The Greening Maindee team was 
approached last year by award 
winning garden designer, Emily 
Crowley Rowe. Emily wondered in 
the team wanted to collaborate on a 
design. They did! - and in December 
2024 the team heard that Emily’s 
design (illustrated here and on the 
front and back covers) had been 
approved by the RHS selection 
panel. A team of landscapers will 
have a week to create the show 
garden in Malvern. Once the show 
has finished the garden will be 

carefully dismantled and transported 
to its permanent home on a pre 
prepared plot at the junction of 
Wharf Road and Chepstow Road. 

The muddy path that currently 
cuts through the site to Wharf 
Lane will be properly surfaced and 
surrounded by small trees, seating 
areas and contemporary plantings. 
To complete the setting, the garden 
will be backed by a wildlife mural by 
Andy O’Rourke. Greening Maindee’s 
John Stone is delighted “We are 
thrilled that the garden is coming 
to Maindee. Everyone will be able to 
enjoy it for years to come right here 
in the heart of the community”.
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A “Power of Attorney” gives people 
you trust the legal right to make 
decisions on your behalf should 

you become 
unable. Sorting 
out Power of 
Attorney (POA) 
can be a bit 
daunting. So if 
this is something 
that affects you 
or a member 
of your family, 
you may be 
interested in 
a free advice 

session on POA in this library this 
March. Jake Burton-Brown, a Legal 
Executive who specialises in this area, 
will be running the session, to be held 
in Llyfrgell Maindee Library at 1pm 
on Saturday 1st March. Jake has ten 
years experience and so the session 
will be a great opportunity to get 
some free expert advice on how to 
fill out the POA application forms. The 
Office of the Public Guardian does 
offer free POA forms that you can 
complete yourself. Each document 
must be registered with the Office of 
the Public Guardian (OPG) before it 
can be used, and applicants have to 
pay a fee of up to £82 per document. 
The waiting time for an application 
is around 10 weeks. Jake advises 
that, if there are any mistakes then 
the document might be rejected. 
So it’s important to get it right first 
time. Everyone welcome. The library 
has level acess fo wheelchair users. 
Tea and coffee will be served. 

New fresh food shops, takeaways, 
restaurants, bars and cafés have opened 
in Maindee over the last year. They are 
building on established businesses like 
Jim Olivers, ABC Supermarket and The 
Maindee to create something of a food 
and drink buzz in the area. New arrivals 
include Maindee Fresh Food, (check 
out their cheese offer), Nibble Deli on 
Livingstone Place (high protein takeaways 
and buffets) Baguette Me, also on 
Livingstone Place (panini, jacket potatoes, 
salads) Chicky Fridays, in the old Villa 
Dinos building (Halal chicken shop), 
Mamu’s Chaii (“perfect” chai, street food 
and desserts) and The Phoenix, rising 
out of the ashes of The Prince Albert.  
Some people have even started to talk 
up Maindee as the new food capital of 
Newport! All traders play their part in this, 
but the driving force behind this is surely 
our local Weatherspoons. Open all day 
and always busy, its consistent food 
and drink offer and strong brand pulls 
in hundreds of customers. Their footfall 
can be good for local independents 
as well. A more personal touch and 
high quality offer, exemplified by the 
stunning Italian cuisine at Re D’oro 
Ristorante, sits well alongside “spoons” 
more corporate approach. Is it time for 
Maindee Food Festival we wonder? 

 Why make a Power of Attorney?  A new food capital 

Llyfrgell Maindee Library is a busy 
place. As well as all the regular 
sessions, it is used by lots of different 
groups for their regular meetings.  
One such group are Newport Quakers. 
They have been meeting in the library 
every Sunday from 10.30am to 11.30am 
for many years. David Haggar, a 
member of the group, explains a 
little more about what goes on “Our 
origins are Christian but we are 
open to those of all faiths or none. 
Meetings usually lasts for an hour. 
In Quaker worship there are no 
ministers or creeds. We first gather 
together in silence to quiet our 
minds – we don’t have set hymns, 

prayers or sermons. In the stillness 
we open our hearts and lives to new 
insights and guidance. Sometimes 
we are moved to share what we 
discover with those present. We 
listen to what everyone has to say 
to find its meaning for us. Everyone 
is welcome to share their thoughts. 
After the worship we share tea, 
coffee, biscuits and conversation”. 
If you are interested in joining and 
would like more information, a 
contact page can be found at  
www.newportquakers.org.uk. We 
will profile more library user groups in 
future issues.  

 Quiet Sunday morning meetings in the library 

The last time Maindee got flooded was so long ago (1922) that nobody 
remembers it ever happening - but it did!  It’s a horrible thought, but there is still 
a risk that one day the low lying areas of Maindee will once again get flooded. 
You can get some useful tips from Natural Resources Wales for things you can 
do to be prepared for a flood. Search “flood risk Wales” or use this QR code. 

 Will Maindee Flood Again? 
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If you are an adult who lives in 
Maindee we’d love for you to 
join us at our mental health and 
wellbeing workshop. We want 
to know what matters to you 
around your mental health 
and what you thought of the 
mental health support. We’ll 
be asking what mental health 
means to you and what you think 
will help your community. Please 
note that this workshop will be 
conducted in English. You will 
need a basic understanding of 
English to take part effectively.

This is a unique opportunity 
to have your say and help 
to develop a small scale 
community mental health 
support. We hope this workshop 
will be enjoyable and a chance 
to connect. There will also 
be tea, coffee, and snacks 
provided throughout.

We’ll be running a two hour 
workshop. The workshop will 
involve using art materials to 
express how we think and 
feel about mental health and 
wellbeing. We will be using this 
information to develop support for 
you and your community. Please 
note that this workshop will not be 
suitable for anyone experiencing 
an acute mental health crisis. 
If you are unsure whether this 
applies to you or if you would like 
to discuss this further, please 
contact the research team.
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ARTIST’S IMPRESSION OF NEW WHARF RD GARDEN


